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PLACIDO DOMINGO
DIANA ROSS
JOSE CARRERAS
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Available on CD, Cassette,

Laser Disc, VHS and MiniDisc.
ON SONY CLASSICAL.

Watch for the PBS Broadcast in December!

U2 ZOOROPA

The only U.S. date on the ZOORDPA tour is at
your house, November 27th. Orly on Pay Per
View. Call your cable operator for detaits.

SBK Signs Latin
Star Selena To
Worldwide Deal

EBY JOHN LANNERT

MIAMI—SBK Records has taken
another step
into the grow-
ing bilingual
market by
signing Tejano
star Selena to a
worldwide re-
cording deal.
Selena be-
comes the third
crossover Lat-
in artist signed to SBK, following
Jon Secada and the Barrio Boyzz.
Unlike Secada and the Barrio
Boyzz, however, Selena already
(Continued on page 89)

SELENA

RIAA Rejects
Standard For
EAS Technology

HBY PAUL VERNA
and ED CHRISTMAN

NEW YORK—The Recording Indus-
try Assn. Of America has rejected
the Nauona] Assn Of Recordmg
Merck dation for

d anu-theft h Y, but
has left the merchant organization a
window of opportunity to keep the
initiative alive.

In a statement released Nov. 10—
following a daylong meeting of exec-
utives from the six major record com-
panies—RIAA announced that the
acousto-magnetic standard proposed
by NARM is ‘“‘unacceptable’ for
source tagging prerecorded musie
because it was found to degrade the
sound quality of the cassette “to an

(Continued on page 85)
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Roots Rockers Set To Thrive

H BY ERIC BOEHLERT

NEW YORK—Raw, vibrant guitar
rock has fueled success for scores of
bands lately, including Soul Asylum,
the Breeders, and Pearl Jam. Yet, at
the same time that feedback has re-
turned as king,
other young gui-
tar bands are
moving in anoth-
er direction, turn-
ing down their ,
amps, tuning up
their acoustic gui- \ )
tars, and drawing h i
inspiration from
old Hank Wil-
liams Sr. records.
Bands such as Uncle Tupelo,
Swinging Steaks, the Jayhawks, Five
Chinese Brothers, the Health & Hap-
piness Show, and the Palace Brothers
are mixing rock’s foundation of
drums, electric guitar, and bass with
layers of acoustic guitars, fiddles, ac-
cordians, and organ to create a sound

UNCLE TUPELO

alternately described as roots rock,
country pop, country rock, Southern
rock, or just plain American rock, The
sound is not only winning the bands
critical praise but also finding them
an increasingly receptive audience.
“It definitely feels like there's

(6

something in the air,”" says Jamie
Walker, singer/guitarist for Swing-
ing Steaks, commenting on the rash
of recent down-home releases. He
suggests that rock fans are search-
ing for music that’s more simple and
straightforward. “People are tired of
the hype, of trying to keep up with
what's ‘alternative.’”

SWINGING STEAKS

Marrying rock’s driving energy
with the rural sound of the West is
nothing new. Artists ranging from
Williams Sr. to Steve Earle, from El-
vis Presley to the Silos have wedded
the two styles. What’s different
about the current crop of players is
they’re suburban-
born musicians
who became city
dwellers, started
out in bar bands,
were welcomed
into the indie rock
world, and, musi-
cally, are in less
of a rush than
past roots rock
bands, like the Blasters and the Geor-
gia Satellites.

“We definitely felt like outsiders,”
says Gary Louris, guitarist for the
Jayhawks, recalling the band’s early
days in Minneapolis and playing with
other local bands, like Hiisker Dii and
the Replacements. “We were the odd-

(Continued on page 80)

W BY THOM DUFFY
__and DOMINIC PRIDE

LONDON—A changing of the
guard is taking place on the Brit-
ish music scene, As
older industry exec-
utives grapple with
the troubling idea
that Britain’s long
domination of the
world’s pop musie
business has fallen
off—along with
their companies’
profits—a younger generation,
musically rooted in the dance elub
culture that blossomed in Man-
chester a decade ago, has come of

U.K. Biz Looks To Dance Club
Culture To Reverse Fortunes

age This erop of newcomers has
a vision for British pop in the "90s
and a determination to spread its
sound around the globe.

The major labels are catching on.
Island U.K. has
struck a new world-
wide deal with the
Orb, which, notably,
has now begun to
tour as a band. WEA
U.K. has picked up
three bands from the
roster of dancesavvy
manager Stevo, of
Some Bizarre, LR.S. Records in the
USS. has gotten the Point, a techno-
dance act. London Records

(Continued on page 81)

Hut Records Lays |
Strong Foundation

WBY PAUL SEXTON

LONDON—The label that oper-
ates out of the attic at Virgin Rec-

THIEVES

ords is rapidly forging an interna-
tional reputation as one of Brit-
(Continued on page 89)

Big Head Todd Ranks
No. 1 On Heatseekers
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HAND ON THE TORCH

teaturing

“CANTALOOP

(FLIP FANTASIA)”

On Blue Note compact discs,
cassettes, and LPs.

Come float with the sounds
of jazz, hip-hop and rap.

www.americanradiohistorv.com
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